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1  Items from the Board.  

The latest information received from the 

Board about Incorporation is a report from 

our Company Solicitor about how this 

structure could be implemented.  Victoria 

has responded to the Board asking that the 

process continue as was agreed at our 

January meeting.  This means the 

nominated representatives from each State 

discuss the implications of Incorporation 

and if they agree this is the best direction 

for our Association, be involved in the 

implementation process. 

Tattooing  (again!)  

 For some reason, compulsory tattooing is 

still on the agenda with some States who 

seem to think that this form of 

identification stops breeders cheating on 

animal identification.  It is hard to see the 

logic of this, as a breeder can tattoo the 

same number on 5, 10 or 100 animals if they 

want to.   At least with the electronic 

buttons, there is one and only one 

sequence of numbers distributed to the 

breeder for each PIC number.   The 

internal microchip number is a completely 

different number to t he printed number on 

the outside.   The breeder receives a list of 

these numbers together with the external 

printed identifiers.   The internal microchip 

number is the one that will be identified 

when a scanning wand is passed over the 

animal.   At this point it is the outside 

printed number that is used for 

identification for registration purposes.  

 Classification system .   

A model for the classification process has 

been proposed by Ian Turpin (Stud 

Committee representative) and will be put 

to the Stud Committee for discussion at 

their next meeting (date to be organised). 

It will be implemented in its simplest form 

in the first instance (probably a three tier 

system) to avoid confusion and provide the 

basis of a more sophisticated system later. 

The main issue still to be clarified is the 

training process of the Classifiers. 

Classification is expected to be voluntary in 

the first instance, with members paying for 

their own assessment of animals. The 

benefits will be obvious with members 

being able to ask a higher price for animals 

classified as stud in both export and private 

ÓÁÌÅÓȢ 4ÈÅ ÁÎÉÍÁÌÓȭ ÒÅÇÉÓÔÒÁÔÉÏÎ ÆÏÒÍ ×ÉÌÌ 

record its classification details. 
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2. Comments back from breeders.     

Further positive comments have come in 

from members about the Newsletter.  

Thank you for your feedback.  To date, no 

one has volunteered to distribute hard 

copy of the newsletter to Vic members who 

have not provided an email address to the 

Association.  

3. Help with identifying illness in your 

goats.   

The Department of Primary Industry (DPI) 

is particularly interested in investigating 

significant disease events in which 

numbers of goats are affected (sick or 

dead).   These investigations can be 

conducted by DPI staff or in conjunction 

with your veterinarian. DPI subsidises 

these investigations.  Please contact your 

local DPI for assistance or discuss with 

your vet.  

There are three DPI managed projects that 

are important investigations of health 

issues for development of our goat 

industry.  

These are: 

Sentinel flock project.   This project 

monitors production of 20 sheep flocks and 

goat-herds in Victoria.  The main aim is to 

collect information on the causes and 

prevalence of death and disease in herds 

and to study the impact that these losses 

have on production systems.   Seven Hills, 

and Cadenza Boers are in this program.   

Weaners are weighed, and body scored 

every six weeks, goats are pregnancy 

tested, monitored for worm burdens, 

checked for mineral status through blood 

tests etc.  Any deaths of animals are 

thoroughly investigateÄȟ ÁÌÌ ÁÔ $0)ȭÓ 

expense. 

Lamb and kid mortality surveillance project.  

The aim is to provide an accurate 

understanding of the causes of these losses, 

with recommendations on what can be 

done to improve survival of older lambs 

and kids. 

Early detection of emerging and exotic 

diseases in sheep and goats. 

This involves investigation of deaths of 

animals at abattoirs and saleyards. 

So please be involved if you have an illness 

or death event with a number of animals.   

The DPI is very keen to hear from breeders 

with these issues. 

 

4.  Transporting of goats.  Generally 

speaking this is not well done.  We need to 

be mindful of what is best practise, and just 

basically humane management of our 

wonderful breed.   We want to be trend 

setters rather than being dragged kicking 

and screaming into what is sensible 

practice. Therefore this is a reminder that 

goats should not be transported in open 

crates during cold weather.    This is 

especially so over long distances.    Ideally 

they should have protection from wind and 

rain on all sides of the crate, including the 

rear end.   It is not enough to just place a 

tarp on the front of the crate or think that 

the back of the Ute will provide sufficient 
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shelter for the animals.  Goats have very 

little fat on their backs to keep them warm 

when the chill factor is high.   Travelling in 

an open trailer at 80 to 100 kph at a 

temperature of under 20 degrees is enough 

to cause cold stress, and place the animals 

immune system under pressure.   For 

example, measurement of a young 70 kg 14-

month buck in good show condition 

showed a fat depth of 1mm (when 

measured at Melbourne Show last year).    I 

have significantly more fat over my back 

than this, and even with an overcoat, 

ÂÏÏÔÓȟ ÁÎÄ Á ÆÏÏÔÙ ÓÃÁÒÆȟ ) ×ÏÕÌÄÎȭÔ ÂÅ 

happy being transported in an open trailer 

in the winter!!!  

)Æ ÙÏÕ ÔÈÉÎË ÔÈÉÓ ȰÃÏÌÄ ÆÁÃÔÏÒȱ ÉÓ Á ÂÉÔ ÏÖÅÒ 

the top, do an experiment and place loose 

straw in the trailer and go for a short drive.  

This will show you how much protection 

the front of the Ute or a front tarp actually 

provides.   Very little straw will be left as 

the wind comes in very quickly behind the 

tarp and whips it into a whirlwind.    

Some good floor covering such as draining 

plastic matting, grating, or similar will 

mean your goats have a chance of getting 

to their destination without looking as if 

they have just had a manure bath.    Goats 

like to lie down if they can, especially over 

long distances, so give them a chance to do 

so in some hygienic conditions. 

The reason for the back of the crate being 

closed in is that this will help to stop goats 

rushing to the front of the trailer and 

risking smothering of animals.  It is best to 

provide a barrier half way down the trailer 

and split the group, as this will reduce 

smothering.   Separate kids and put them 

safely in a separate area in the trailer.   

Always transport bucks in a separated area 

of the trailer, as if a doe is in season all hell 

will break loose and animals can be 

seriously injured.   A quick method to 

separate animals is to buy a few ordinary 

small gates so that you can quickly and 

easily make substantial pens in the trailer. 

5. Getting ready for kidding.  

Just a quick reminder to give your kids 

every chance of survival.   Does must be in 

good forward condition when they kid or 

they will lose too much weight themselves 

and may not produce sufficient milk to give 

their kids a good chance to grow out.  It is 

common for breeders to provide 

supplementary feed to their does for a few 

weeks before kidding and while the does 

are lactating heavily. 

If a doe is slow to keep up with the herd, 

starting from five to six  weeks before her 

kidding date, suspect pregnancy toxaemia.  

This is a life threatening condition for 

goats.  It is usually due to does carrying 

triplets or quads, or does that are getting 

insufficient  feed, or over-fat does.   It is not 

uncommon for a Boer doe to have triplets 

or quads with the kids weighing a total of 

15 kilos or more!   This means together with 

the birth fluids, this doe could be carrying 

around over a third of her weight!   If that 

was a woman she would likely be in 

hospital with intensive monitoring, special 

nutrition and supervised!    



BGBAA Victorian Branch Newsletter 6 July, 2010 Page 4 

 

Check with your vet how to manage the 

condition of pregnancy toxaemia.  You will 

lose the doe and the kids if you do not  

take action quickly. 

Other issues with kidding.  Vaccinate the 

doe 4 to 6 weeks before kidding with three 

in one vaccine.   You can also get this 

vaccine with additional B12 (cobalt) and 

Selenium, and this saves giving an extra 

injection if you are in deficient country.  By 

the way, most goat breeders do not 

vaccinate at the recommended close-to-

the-ear position as for sheep.  This is 

because goats are not good at holding their 

heads still while you have a needle directed 

at them.  The usual accepted place for 

goats is into the loose skin just behind the 

elbow.  While there is often a slight 

reaction and sometimes a small lump stays 

for some time it does not usually cause the 

ÄÏÅ ÁÎÙ ÐÒÏÂÌÅÍÓȢ  0ÌÅÁÓÅ ÄÏÎȭÔ ÖÁÃÃÉÎÁÔÅ 

goats during wet or dirty conditions.  

Make sure your does have protection from 

cold weather, that they have some level of 

supervision especially for multiple kids 

(perhaps you will need lamb covers for 

protection from cold), and protect from 

predators.  

 

   

The pictures above suggest methods of protection 

from predators, Maremma dogs, and protection from 

the cold using Lamb covers.   Perhaps other breeders 

have some suggestions? 

&ÏÒ ÓÏÍÅ ÒÅÁÓÏÎ ÔÈÁÔ ) ÄÏÎȭÔ ÑÕÉÔÅ 

understand, the birth process stimulates 

worm production in the doe.   So if it is 

practical, worm your does soon after they 

kid.    

Even under normal circumstances, worms 

ÃÁÎ ȰÌÉÅ ÉÎ ×ÁÉÔȱ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÇÏÁÔȟ ×ÁÉÔÉÎÇ ÆÏÒ Á 

suitable event that gives them an 

advantage.   Drenching while they are in 

this hibernation state does not necessarily 

kill them.   There is then a big surprise for 

the goat breeder when there is an 

unexpected and significant worm burden 

causing illness and death. 

Checking Kids after birth:  

Tagging should be done within 24 hours of 

kids being born. Record the birth, Doe 

number, number of kids and location in 

the paddock then leave the doe to clean 

the kid(s) and have their first suck. Tag 

that night or next day recording doe tag 

ÁÇÁÉÎÓÔ ÔÈÅ ËÉÄÓȭ ÔÁÇÓȢ ,ÅÁÖÉÎÇ ÉÔ ÌÏÎÇÅÒ 

than this means you will have to sprint to 

catch the kids instead of walk! Tagging is 

important with all goats to ensure records 

of mothering and weight gains in kids are 
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kept. Any doe which fails in either 0f these 

two areas should be culled.  

Joint ill: Spray or dip the navel as soon as 

possible after birth (same time as tagging) 

with an antiseptic spray (eg 

Chloromide/Betadine) to prevent joint ill 

which develops through infection, 

especially if the kid is dropped in dirty 

conditions (under trees). Joint ill can 

develop in kids up to 3-4 months and is 

seen by lameness and swollen joints, 

usually the knee or hock in one limb or 

more. Unless treated immediately with 

antibiotics it can be fatal. 

Entropion: #ÈÅÃË ËÉÄÓȭ ÅÙÅÓ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅ ÆÉÒÓÔ ÆÅ× 

months after they are born. Sometimes 

ÔÈÅÙ ÂÅÃÏÍÅ ȰÇÕÎËÙȱȟ ÉÎ ×ÈÉÃÈ ÃÁÓÅ Á ÓÐÒÁÙ 

ÏÆ Ȱ0ÉÎË ÅÙÅȱ ÒÅgularly does wonders to 

clear up any infection.  Orbenin eye 

ointment (from your vet) is also very 

effective.  Another problem is Entropion 

where the upper or lower eyelid or both is 

turned under. Unless treated the eye 

ulcerates. A stitch by the vet is usually 

ÒÅÑÕÉÒÅÄ ÔÏ ȰÃÁÔÃÈȱ ÔÈÅ ÅÙÅÌÉÄ ÁÎÄ ÐÒÅÖÅÎÔ 

is turning.  It is usually accepted this is a 

genetic disorder and so you need to 

consider whether the animal should ever 

be used for breeding.   Please do not sell 

these animals on to others as breeders.    It 

will do your stud name no favours if you 

introduce this genetic disorder into their 

herd. 

If you are having illness and deaths in your 

goats at this time of year, take heart you 

are not alone.   A number of breeders have 

recently reported serious health problems 

ÉÎ ÔÈÅÉÒ ÇÏÁÔÓȢ    $ÏÎȭÔ ÆÏÒÇÅÔ ÙÏÕ ÃÁÎ 

contact the DPI to assist with the problem.    

They really want to be involved, so please 

use them.       

6. New products  

For those people who use injectable VAM, 

this now comes in a paste that can be 

delivered orally.   The goats really 

appreciate this alternative.   Comes in 

ÅÉÔÈÅÒ Á άΪ ÍÌ ȰÒÉÎÇȱ ÍÅÁÓÕÒÉÎÇ ÓÙÒÉÎÇÅȟ ÏÒ 

a 250 ml container.  Great for preparing 

goats for a long trip or for stress events.   It 

does not contain B1, so this may need to be 

delivered by injection. 

7. Royal Melbourne News:  

CLOSING DATE FOR ENTRIES IS 23rd 

JULY, 2010. Remember you are able to 

substitute an animal as long as you have an 

entry for that class. Substitutions must be 

forwarded in writing to the RASV by Friday 

20th August. 

The Schedule is now available from the 

RAS site  

http://www.royalshow.com.au/competitio

ns.asp#sheep 

Contact: RASV (03) 9281 7416 if you require 

hard copy sent to you. 

We have expanded weight classes in the 

Hoof and Hook section and opened this up 

to individual entries. The cost is still the 

same for a pen, however you can enter any 

number of animals up to three. 

This is the ideal opportunity for anyone 

who has a much loved grass eater to enter 

ÔÈÅ ÃÏÍÐÅÔÉÔÉÏÎȢ (ÅȾÓÈÅ ÄÏÅÓÎȭÔ ÈÁÖÅ ÔÏ 

ȰÇÏ ÔÏ 'ÏÄȱ ÂÕÔ ÃÁÎ ÂÅ ÔÁËÅÎ ÈÏÍÅ ÁÆÔÅÒ 

the Hoof challenge. Who knows he/she 

may even win its way to buying its owner a 

slab or two! 

Entries for the Junior classes (led wether 

and Junior handler) must be entered in the 

Hoof and Hook which then makes entry to 

http://www.royalshow.com.au/competitions.asp#sheep
http://www.royalshow.com.au/competitions.asp#sheep
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both these classes free. Again, the animals 

can be taken home if pets.  

Ghin Ghin Boer Goats has wethers from 4 

months to 18 months.  They have been 

bottle fed and ideal for children from 5-16. 

They can be borrowed from four weeks 

before the show, taught to lead, entered in 

the competition and we will take them 

home again. This is the ideal opportunity 

for children of all ages to have fun with the 

ÇÏÁÔÓ ÁÎÄ ÇÅÔ Á ȰÔÁÓÔÅȱ ÏÆ ÆÁÒÍÉÎÇȢ 7Å ÏÎÌÙ 

ask that they are looked after. 

ROYAL MELBOURNE SHOW JUDGE!!! 

This year we are very fortunate to have 

Theuns Botha as judge. 

Following is his profile: 

Judging Experience: 

I have started stud breeding Boer Goats and 

Dorpers 46 years ago and became a judge of 

both breeds in 1979. Today I am a judge of 7 

small stock breeds. Boer Goats, Kalahari 

Reds, Savanna Goats, Dorper, White 

Dorper, van Rooy Sheep and Black Head 

Persian Sheep. 

 

I have judged the South African National 
Boer Goats Show twice, Kalahari Reds Nat. 
Show three times, Savanna Nat. Show three 
times, Black Head Persians twice. I have 
judged Boer Goat National shows in 
Zimbabwe, Namibia and the United States 
of America. I judged Regional Shows  Boer 
Goats in North Island New Zealand and 
Dorpers in the South Island New Zealand 
and Dorpers in South Africa. 
 

Industry Experience: In 1982 I won most 
points at our South African National Show; 
1984 
3rd most; 1986 I judged; 1988 8th most out 

of 38 exhibitors; 1990 3rd most; 
1992 2nd most and 1994 I only showed two 
bucks and one got National Reserve 
Grand Champion and then I stopped 
showing. 
 

I am one of three Boer Goat and Dorper 
selectors who do the most selections 
per year in SA. I also do a lot of classing 
animals for farmers and 2008 I 
did 13000 sheep and goats, 2009  10000 and 
so far this year I have done more than 6000. 
 

I served on the South African Boer Goat 

Board for very many years. I was Chairman 

of the Northern Cape Boer Goat Club for 21 

years. I was one of a pair of two who 

conducted the very first Senior course (level 

2 school). I was examinator of many Judges 

Examinations (level 3 schools). Very many 

of our present judges went through my 

hands. I helped founding the Zimbabwean 

Boer Goat Breeder Association and they 

appointed me Lifelong Vice President of 

their Association. I was one of two South 

African judges who examined and passed 

the very first Australian Senior Boer Goat 

Judges.  

 

I want to conclude by thanking you once 

again for inviting me to judge the 2010 Royal 

Melbourne Boer Goat show. 

Theuns Botha. 

For any information relating to the 

Melbourne Show contact Chris Lawrance 

(03) 57973232  

9. Breeders Seminar : 

While Theuns is here his expertise will be 

utilised in a Breeders Workshop run by Ian 

Turpin at Camboer Stud September 25th 

and/or September 26th, 2010  



BGBAA Victorian Branch Newsletter 6 July, 2010 Page 7 

 

Topics will include, Breeding techniques, 

Nutrition, Classification of animals, South 

African Stud Profiles, Show grooming/ring 

craft etc.  

Theuns will also be available for 

Classification of Animals.  

For Expressions of Interest to attend the 

Seminar or have Theuns classify animals 

contact: Ian Turpin 

camboer@westnet.com.au 

10. Auctions Plus Sale:  

Ian Turpin has investigated the possibility 

of a sale of goats through Landmark using 

the online system Auctions Plus. This 

would be a unique opportunit y in the 

Association to have an inaugural sale 

without leaving home! 

It basically means Studs nominate animals 

for sale (stud or commercial) on a 

particular day (probably February/March 

άΪΫΫɊȢ 4ÈÅ ÁÎÉÍÁÌÓ ÁÒÅ ÓÏÌÄ ȰÏÎ ÆÁÒÍȱ 

through photographs. They will need to be 

inspected to ensure they meet the 

standards of Stud or commercial animals. 

Buyers would be contacted nationally and 

internationally. A flat commission will be 

charged by Landmark which will be offset 

by sales commissions on animals sold. 

At this point we are looking for expressions 

of interest to partic ipate in the Auction.  

Contact: Ian Turpin 

camboer@westnet.com.au 

 

 

 

 

 

11. Caption Competition No2:  

ȰȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȢȱ 

Prize is $50 voucher forwarded to a Stock 

Agent of your choice or Farmers Mailbox. 

Email your captions to 

judithdaloisio@yahoo.com or post: Judith 

$ȭÁÌÏÉÓÉÏȟ 2-" έΪΪΫȟ ÙÅÁȟ 6ÉÃȟ έαΫα 

Thanks to Maureen Dean for the photo. 

12. Goats wanted: These are the meat 

goat buyers that we know of.  Please 

contact them direct. 

Landmark. Sale. Older goats lots of 10 or 

more.  Transporting to Melbourne every 

Wednesday.  Ring Rodney Perkins 

0409660176 

Heather Osborne.  Prime kids. Weekly. 

51468234 Seven Hills. All types.  Glenn 

Martin 1300744557 

APGM. Animals to 12 months.  Andrea 

Butterfield 57542200 

Jim Kyriakou   9807 4621 

Pat Cuffe   0427488959 

Leonard Livestock   0408327227  

mailto:camboer@westnet.com.au
mailto:camboer@westnet.com.au
mailto:judithdaloisio@yahoo.com


BGBAA Victorian Branch Newsletter 6 July, 2010 Page 8 

 

Raylene Strong. Looking for 90 Boer 

wethers 35 to 40 kgs   59425722  

Ian Turpin. Looking for wethers 40-60kg. 

camboer@westnet.com.au 

Contact committee members: 

Ian Turpin.   54 821827  

Chris Lawrance. 57 973232 

Judith Daloisio  57 973232 

Carole Axton  51 456259 

Mark Jago  51 445891 

 

 

 

 

Items for next newsletter please 

contact Carole Axton   

carole.axton@bigpond.com  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Boer Goats. A Family affair!  

 

���–�ï�•���–�Š�ƒ�–���–�‹�•�‡���‘�ˆ���›�‡�ƒ�”��
again when the 

bucks  have done 

their work and kids 

are on the way!  

 

mailto:camboer@westnet.com.au
../carole.axton@bigpond.com

