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1  Items from the Board. 

We have not heard anything from the 

Board about  Incorporation, so perhaps this 

is on the backburner for a while. 

Other “hot items” are: discussions on the 

setting up of a Classification system for our 

Stud animals, and ongoing training of 

judges. 

Classification system .  This will be a 

difficult issue, as everyone seems to have a 

different idea of how, when, and by whom 

this should be done.   Almost all stud 

societies in Australia do have a 

classification system of some type for their 

registered animals.  It seems however that 

none of these systems are seen as suitable 

for our breed, and so with the wide variety 

of opinion, it will take some considerable 

time and effort to get even a simple system 

in operation.   Ian Turpin is our stud 

representative; if you have some comment 

to make about classification systems and 

how they should operate please talk to 

him.  Please be kind to him.  Good luck 

Ian! 

 

Judges training.   We are desperately short 

of well-trained judges in Australia, and 

your Victorian branch executive is pushing 

to have high level training available for 

those who would like to go down this path.     

With the cancellation of our proposed 

Breeders workshop/judging school at 

Coomboona in March due to changes in 

the acceptance of South African judges as 

primary trainers, there are no more days on 

the horizon for this type of training.  The 

Victorian committee is committed to 

providing training for its members and we 

will be looking for hosts to have Breeders 

workshops and other training activities.       

Judging schools are just not available 

anywhere in Australia at present and this is 

a frustration for those wishing to develop 

their skills further.  

2. Comments back from breeders.    All 

comments about the newsletter have been 

very positive.   Access to the newsletter is 

limited to some extent because not all 

members have an up to date email address 

(please update your email address by 

contacting Barb O’Shea at ABRI 
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www.australianboergoat.com.au) and some 

do not have email access.   Your committee 

is not in a position to sort the mailing list 

into hard copy/electronic copy basis, 

photocopy, collate and send copies to those 

who do not have email access or whose 

mail address is not correct or current.   We 

are sorry about this but it is just too time 

consuming to widen the distribution 

process.    If there is a volunteer who would 

like to take on the hardcopy distribution of 

the newsletter please let Judith know.  

Other comments from members related to 

tattooing.   I have now taken off the safety 

helmet, as the response from Victorian 

members was that tattooing “was the pits” 

for both them and the animals. If you are 

in favour of tattooing as the only 

appropriate means of identification, please 

let us know, otherwise we will represent 

the views of Victorian members as being 

firmly on the side of not having tattooing 

as the only compulsory form of 

identification.   The option of double 

tagging seems to be a bit of a mystery to 

some breeders.   See item further on in the 

newsletter for details of the correct use of 

double tagging as stud identification. 

 

Ȱ)Æ ÅÖÅÒ ÔÈÅ ÓÔÁÒÓ ÒÅÁÃÈÅÄ ÄÏ×Î ÁÎÄ 

touched a human being, it was the 

unknown man or woman who first 

conceived of captu ring and keeping 

Á ÇÏÁÔ ÉÎÓÔÅÁÄ ÏÆ ÈÕÎÔÉÎÇ ÏÎÅȱ 

3. More on worms (perhaps?). 

Recently I had a few weaner kids from a 

mob of about 40 that were scouring. From 

my discussions with other breeders, some 

of them are also having problems and in 

some, scouring resulting in deaths.  I am, 

together with Seven Hills, part of the study 

investigating the causes of death in goats.  

As part of this the DPI vets at Bairnsdale 

approved the investigation of this scouring 

as it can quite quickly lead to deaths in 

goats, as many of you well know.   Four 

goats were sampled, with a sample from a 

scouring goat, and three other normal 

“pooing” goats.  One of the goats was 

chosen because she had a rough coat.   

Coccidiosis counts were very low in all 

goats ranging from zero to 200. The 

interesting results of the egg counts were 

that the egg counts for the four goats were 

quite variable, 20 eggs per gram (epg), 1230 

epg, 240 epg, and 320 epg. The scouring 

goat count was a modest 240 epg, quite low 

really, but the rough coated goat had a 

worm burden of 1230 epg.  I have not seen a 

count this high before here, but perhaps 

the kid missed a drench or spat it out or?    

All other diagnostic tests were clear e.g. 

Salmonella and Yersinia.  As many goat 

breeders have spent “many a dollar” on 

autopsies of dead goats with no clear 

reason for death identified, I thought it was 

time for breeders to share their experience 

and any information on scouring and or 

deaths in their goats. 

Investigations will be ongoing here for the 

next two years as part of the DPI program 

and if any helpful information is uncovered 

I will pass it on. 

http://www.australianboergoat.com.au/
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In the meantime, I suggest that due to the 

inconsistency in the epg for the goats in 

this sample (and on other occasions), when 

you send in your instructions for 

measurement of the epg, you ask for 

individual egg counts for each goat. More 

expensive, but this will give you a much 

better idea of what is going on with the 

goats’ worm burdens and you can manage 

your goats accordingly.   

For some further discussion on control of 

worms see Geoff Groves post on the 

Victorian Website discussion group re the 

use of horses and donkeys as a clean-up 

mechanism on pastures. 

4. Double tagging as an option to 

tattooing 

Here are the principles.  Your stud birth-

tag is the one you put in your kid to keep 

track of its parentage.  Usually stud 

breeders place a tag in the kid’s ear within 

a day or two of birth so that they can verify 

the parentage of the kid when it comes to 

breeding or selling the kid.  This can be any 

system you like but you must be able to 

show the birth records if ever you were 

asked to justify parentage by the 

Association. 

A second official tag is required in the 

other ear to be the official identification of 

the kid on the registration certificate.  

Usually breeders use the same number as 

on their birth records but this is not 

necessary as long as the breeder can show 

the correct records.  The two tags are 

required in case one tag is lost, the animal 

can still be identified from the remaining 

tag. 

 This official tag must be: 

1. Of a tamperproof type tag so that it can’t 

be just cut out and used on another goat. 

2. It must be printed. 

3. It must have the same information as 

would be included if the animal was 

tattooed. 

Most people are combining the 

requirement to have a PIC tag with the 

requirements of double tagging.   They are 

ordering the electronic PIC tags printed in 

accordance with the BGBAA identification 

requirements. 

The Victorian Government is subsidising 

the electronic tags, and they only cost one 

dollar through the DPI site for the male 

and female tag and printing.  It is a very 

convenient, cost effective way to officially 

identify your goats without the need to 

tattoo. 

A recent per sonal experience from 

*ÕÄÉÔÈ $ȭAloisio Ghin Ghin Boer Goats:  

Finding your way around the site to order 

the tags, however, is not blatantly obvious. 

The DPI has recently updated the website 

which you will notice when you type in 

http://www.dpi.vic.gov.au 

a) Use the Search Engine at the top 

right hand corner and type in goat 

tags. Hit “Go”. 

b) Click on “How do I order Tags” 

c) There are a number of links here to 

ordering online. The most obvious 

one is on the right hand side of the 

screen in a box “Order Sheep and 

Goats Electronic Tags Online” 

d) You will be taken to a screen where 

you will be required to put in your 

http://www.dpi.vic.gov.au/
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PIC code, phone number (including 

area code)  

e) You then choose your order 

destination which by default 

corresponds to your property 

(PIC) address, however you can 

complete another destination. 

Your email address is next 

f) You then click on Goat Tags 

from the menu, left hand side 

g) You can choose from Allflex 

(round buttons) or Leader 

(triangular) tags. Both are 

tamperproof and electronic. You 

choose yellow for animals born 

on the property.  

h) You 

then go to the ordering screen 

where you first specify quantity.  

i) You then choose the starting 

serial number up to 5 digits or a 

letter and 4 digits. This is where 

you can type the year code 

before the number sequence. 

For example year 2009 animals 

can start with E0001 or 2010 

animals can start with F0001.  

The number sequence is printed 

on BOTH sides of the tag. 

j) The Tag label/property Stud 

name allows you to replicate the 

stud name component of the 

tattoo. For example putting (for 

Ghin Ghin Stud) GHIF means 

our stud and Fullblood. What is 

then printed on the underside of 

the tag is GHIF and the number   

F0001 which is the equivalent of 

the tattoo. 

k) You can opt for the serial 

number printed on the pin 

(topside of the tag) which also 

be default has your PIC code 

l) Tag packaging needs to be on a 

stick if sequential so check that 

option. 

m) You can then choose a Pin 

colour. Enter the number of tags 

you have against a colour. 

n) You then proceed to the web 

page where you enter your card 

details to purchase. 

We ordered the tags and rang Allflex to 

request a rushed delivery. They were 

received within 4 working days. 

As stated above, you can have whatever 

you like on the unofficial stud birth tag, 

but the official tag must have the 

equivalent information to the normal 

tattoo information eg the birth tag can 

have 9037 or Minnie Mouse or 

whatever, but the tamperproof tag 

(above) must have the normal tattoo 

equivalent number of GHIFE0001.  You 

just fill in the stud registration 
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application exactly as you would for 

tattooed goats, with a note these 

animals are double tagged. 

 For export orders it certainly beats 

trying to tattoo a large number of 

animals! 

If any of the above sounds too 

confusing, please ring Judith for further 

explanation (03) 57973232. 

5. Great Websites 

This months recommended website is 

www.goatworld.com While this site is 

not Australian it is very well presented 

and based on more credible authors 

than most sites. Lots of articles by vets.  

Their discussions on goat health issues 

are particularly good, including floppy 

kid syndrome, foot rot, pulpy kidney, 

etc. If others have favourite sites please 

let us know.  

Last month we discussed Scabby Mouth 

(Orf) in goats. Below is a picture of a 

really bad case in a buck (from 

goatworld.com).   Usually it is seen as 

one or two thick scabs around the 

mouth.     Don’t confuse Scabby Mouth 

with the dermatitis type rash and skin 

loss on a bucks face and legs resulting 

from constant showers of urine. Being 

constantly wet on any part of a goat’s 

body can damage the skin and the 

result may be dermatitis of one type or 

other.

    

 

6. Events in Victoria 

. The Goat Information site at the East 

Gippsland Field Days presented by local 

BGBAA members was a great success 

with lots of enquiry.   See the next issue 

of Boer Briefs for a short 

report.

 

 

. A very successful information day was 

held at Chris and Anna Reilly’s stud 

near Colac, with Ian Turpin the major 

presenter.  Twenty-seven people 

attended, confirming that there are lots 

of people interested in Boer Goats but 

everyone needs to do their part in 

promoting them. .  Thanks Chris and 

Anna. 

http://www.goatworld.com/
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. Yes it is now confirmed both Geelong, 

and Sale shows are “on” this year.  

Please support your local shows, as 

these are the showcase of our animals 

to the public and other farmers.  If you 

can’t take animals, what about offering 

to be a sponsor of a class? 

Check the Victorian website for details 

of more activities. 

7. Royal Melbourne News: 

The Schedule is now available from the 

RAS site  

http://www.royalshow.com.au/competitio

ns.asp#sheep 

and a link will shortly be made from the 

Victorian and National sites. Hard copy 

will be forwarded to previous exhibitors in 

the next week. 

Unfortunately we were unable to have 

Commercial classes for does accepted for 

this Years Show.  As these constitute new 

classes they have to be submitted for 

approval  for next year, 2011. 

We have expanded weight classes in the 

Hoof and Hook section and opened this up 

to individual entries. The cost is still the 

same for a pen, however you can enter any 

number of animals up to three. 

This is the ideal opportunity for anyone 

who has a much loved grass eater to enter 

the competition. He/she doesn’t have to 

“go to God” but can be taken home after 

the Hoof challenge. Who knows he/she 

may even win its way to buying its owner a 

slab or two! 

Entries for the Junior classes (led wether 

and Junior handler) must be entered in the 

Hoof and Hook which then makes entry to 

both these classes free. Again, the animals 

can be taken home if pets.  

Ghin Ghin Boer Goats has wethers that will 

be weaned by September, 2010 (from 4 

months) to 18 months.  They have been 

bottle fed and ideal for children from 5-16. 

They can be borrowed from four weeks 

before the show, taught to lead, entered in 

the competition and we will take them 

home again. This is the ideal opportunity 

for children of all ages to have fun with the 

goats and get a “taste” of farming. We only 

ask that they are looked after. 

For any information relating to the 

Melbourne Show contact Chris Lawrance 

(03) 57973232  

8. FINALLY!! The Winner of our goat 

caption photo! 

 

ñOK, Whoôs taken the keys this 

time!!ò 

Julie Paul (Tasmania) 
lallybroch.enterprises@bigpond.com 

Our thanks to all who participated! Julie, 

please contact Carole Axton and we will 

arrange for a voucher of $50 to be 

forwarded to a stock agent of your choice 

or Farmers Mailbox. 

Please forward any photos you think will 

inspire captions for our next issue. 

http://www.royalshow.com.au/competitions.asp#sheep
http://www.royalshow.com.au/competitions.asp#sheep
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9. Goats wanted: 

These are the meat goat buyers that we 

know of.  Please contact them direct. 

Landmark. Sale. Older goats lots of 10 or 

more.  Transporting to Melbourne every 

Wednesday.  Ring Rodney Perkins 

0409660176 

Heather Osborne.  Prime kids. Weekly. 

51468234 

Seven Hills. All types.  Glenn Martin 

1300744557 

APGM. Animals to 12 months.  Andrea 

Butterfield 57542200 

Jim Kyriakou   9807 4621 

Pat Cuffe   0427488959 

Leonard Livestock   0408327227 

Raylene Strong. Looking for 90 Boer 

wethers 35 to 40 kgs   59425722  

Watch the National website for more 

details of these buyers.  

http:/www.australianboergoat.com.au 

Contact committee members: 

Ian Turpin.  54 821827  

Chris Lawrance. 57 973232 

Judith Daloisio  57 973232 

Carole Axton  51 456259 

Mark Jago  51 445891 

Items for next newsletter please contact 

CaroleAxton: 

carole.axton@bigpond.com

 

Young Cadenza does, with does double tagged in the foreground! 

 

http://www.australianboergoat.com.au/

