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Hello Victorian/Tasmanian Members.
This is a trial newsletter to see whether
it is of interest to our breeders. If you
have anything to add, or any
suggestions please let us know. It will
only be sent electronically due to the
costs of photocopying and snail mail so
if you know of members who do not
have Internet access, please print a
copy for them or suggest they visit their
local library and ask for assistance to
download the Newsletter.

1. Issues of Incorporation.

Your Committee has been involved in a
number of areas of discussion. One of
these is the proposed devolvement by
the BGBAA Board of management and
financial responsibility to the States.

At present the Federal Board has legal
responsibility for the appropriate
management and financial duties for
the company. The issue is whether it

is time for the States to take on these
responsibilities as individual legal
entities.
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The current recommendation is that
the organization has all the procedures
and operational systems set up before
it devolves any legal responsibility.
Your committee has some reservations
about devolving responsibility to the
States as it will significantly increase
the workload of the State
representatives and it is unclear
whether this is the best way to move
the Industry forward. For example
considerable time and energy would be
necessary to provide legal financial
management, e.g. banking, GST,
keeping books, organising audits,
insurance, setting up dispute
committees etc. Presently the
Victorian committee believes their time
is best spent supporting practical
AOGAT 60 AT A OAOOGEAAO Oi
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administrative duties. There are also
the issues of how the smaller states will
manage such a change, and how to keep
the whole industry moving forward if
the States are pulling in different
directions or setting up different
systems. However having said that,
there are significant benefits to

Page 1




reporting less to the Federal Board and
getting on with the job of setting our
own direction. Any comments?

2. The action plan for Victoria

In December last year we sent a
proposed Action plan for comment
from members. We were very pleased
with expressions of interest from
members to assist in activities, shows
and education days.

Our clear focus is

(a) to provide publicity and
promotion for our Breed
through information days,
publicity materials, field days,
high quality shows, hoof and
hook competitions and open
days.

(b) to provide high quality training
for our Victorian members,
including Breeders Workshops
and Judging Schools, husbandry
days and training days.

(c) To provide services to help
breeders improve the quality of
Victorian Boer Goats through
the introduction of herd
assessment/classification
services.

Thanks to the support of our
members, in the past five months
we have had more involvement and
action events in Victoria than
anywhere else in Australia.

7A EAOA EAA

Workshop/Judging School; two training

days with Kobus Lotter, who also
provided herd assessment services to
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seven studs throughout Victoria; two
information days and another
scheduled for Colac area in Western
Victoria; promotion at East Gippsland
field days; four stud and commercial
farm sales; several items in Journals
and newspapers, and a team of eight
VictoOEAT OOOAO i AAA OEA
Sydney show. Not a bad effort! Thank
you to those members who hosted and
participated in events. If we work
together we can make Victoria the State
with the most successful Boer goat
industry, and hand in hand with this
goes financial rewards.

Kobus at work at the training day Cadenza
Boers, Gippsland

3. Tattooing versus Double Tagging.

TA " OAAAA Q4 note for members. While it does

1TT0 ApPAAO O AA OOAE
Victoria, it certainly is elsewhere and
has caused considerable problems
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where some individuals/groups will not and has not been an issue for
accept that at least for the present, our identification.

Rules and Regulations state that either
correct tattooing OR correct double
tagging are acceptable for
identification. Justasa little
background, if you go back through
Boer Briefs, in 2002 considerable work
was undertaken (by Dr. Howe) as
members were asking for an alternative
to tattooing. Several excellent reports
were written on thisand a
recommendation was that electronic,
tamperproof tags were the most ) EAOGA POO i1 iU OEAOA
appropriate alternative to tattooing.
There was so much debate over this head with a 4 x 2 for making these
issue that it just stalled and nothing comments. Go foritl Carole Axton
happened. In 2007/8, the stud 03 51 456259

committee (representing all states) at

the instigation of members, again 4. Some notes:

Perhaps we can, at least for the time
being, accept that we have the option of
tattooing or tagging, set a review period
with a working party and leave it alone
for the time being. Inreality it just
takes up too much time and energy that
could be spent more effectively on
other productive issues such as
education, promotion, and herd
assessment.

members who wish to belt me over the

reviewed options to tattooing. After
many, many, hours and much
consideration and agonising, and

Itis rather an issue for a Stud Society
that some breeders present poor
quality and especially poorly
conditioned animals as stud or
registered Boers on our websites and
other sites such as livestock online. It
seems this is especially the case for
bucks. In many cases this is due to the
animals being underweight and the
lack of photographic skills of the
camera operator. However the
advertiser needs to consider everyone
sees these pictures, and assesses the
stud by these animals. Italso sends a

discussion with members, a
recommendation was made to the
Board that double tagging be accepted
as an OPTION to tattooing. The
recommendation was accepted and
passed by the Board, presented to
members and incorporated into our
Rules and Regulations. As this issue
takes up so much time and energy, and
really does very little to move our breed
forward, perhaps it is time to accept
that most people who have tried double ) . ]

. . very poor impression to both domestic
tagging actually prefer it and want to

. o . and overseas buyers, and sets an
continue with it. Some evidence for a i s h
Oi i @A 6 AOT I OAGOIT ET ¢ FRECHIRRHING newcomerstothe
. . . industry that this’is what our Boers are
believe tattooing for Alpacas is about to )
supposed to look like. Not what we
be phased out, Dorper sheep have a "
tagging system and tagging has been an want to promote really.

approved option to tattooing at the A hint. If you want to take a good
National Show for the past two years picture of a goat, do not take the

BGBAA Victorian Branch Newsletter 3 May, 2010




picture from above. You will just get a
big head and a little body. Take your
time, get down to the level of the goat
e.g. on your knees, take the picture
from a side view, before the sun is high
(with your back to the sun) to stop
shadowing. Be patient and take lots of
shots. If it just an awful animal and no
degree of photographic skill will make
it look good, consider the alternatives
Oi OAT1ETC EO Of
buck.

5. Some snippets:

Scabby mouth, sometimes called Orf, is
very contagious to other goats and to
humans. Take care if you happen to
come across an animal with scabs,
particularly around the mouth. If you
are drenching and you find one,
disinfect the drench gun and your
hands before touching any other
animal. Do not remove the scabs; just
isolate the animal where it does not
have contact with other goats or sheep.
The scabs will fall off and heal in about
three weeks.

However the scabs are still highly
infectious for a long period so do not
isolate the animal where others will
have access to the contaminated area.
Take special care not to handle the
scabs as you may become infected and
it can be a really nasty infection in a
human.

There is a vaccine available for scabby
mouth if it is a problem for your farm.

Cheesy Gland. Some breeders are
under the misapprehension that5in 1
vaccine protects their animals from
Cheesy Gland. Thisis not correct. The
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recommended vaccine for goatsis 3inl
covering pulpy kidney, tetanus, and
cheesy gland. Some breeders use 6inl
as that also covers cheesy gland. Take
care if you lance any abscesses, you
must make sure the wound is
disinfected and all contents are
collected and safely disposed of.
Cheesy gland is very infectious if the
content of abscesses are smeared on
btAer &ntmals, walla & AldoEs @r soil
etc.

Check out the insulation holder for
your vaccine (picture below from
Farmers Mailbox catalogue). In
addition there is a screw on safety
guard, and disinfectant pads for your
vaccinator. The safety guard is a must.

Vaccine holder

Worms are on the increase:

As we appear to have had the autumn
break, have your goats droppings
tested for worm egg counts. Itisa
simple matter and can be collected on
farm, mailed off to the testers and they
will return the results in a couple of
days. Check out the web site where
worms are discussed and service
information provided.

http://www.wool.com/Grow WormBoss
.htm



http://www.wool.com/Grow_WormBoss.htm
http://www.wool.com/Grow_WormBoss.htm

Para-site. 57664374
www.parasite.com.au

Para-tech. 53 503252

Check your goats for scouring, harsh
coat, pale gums, bottle jaw, weepy eyes,
unexplained weight loss, or just a dead
goat. Any or all of these symptoms may
indicate high worm counts. The only
way to really tell if your goats are
carrying a high burden is to have egg
counts done.

oA o A 1510 o . o .
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weaners for tapeworm with a white
drench, the clear drenches do not kill
tapeworm.

Foot problems:

If you had problems with foot
scald/rot last year, now is the time to
prepare for wet conditions during
winter. Footbath twice a week for
several weeks to really get rid of it.
Footbath everything, including other
sheep, cattle etc., and even your shoes.
While it is very contagious it does not
last long on the ground, maximum of a
week, so if you have a proper
biosecurity system in place you can
eliminate it without too much effort.
Treat early or it will be a much bigger
job and your animals will really suffer
and go backwards. Most agree that
zinc sulphate is very effective and not
as harsh on the goats (and you) as some
other treatments such as formalin. Foot
OAAI A¥Oo1 O AT AO
it is transmitted from animal to animal
or by hitching a ride on shoes, tyres etc.
Wet conditions alone does NOT cause
foot scald/rot but will exacerbate the
condition and spread it quickly. Other
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foot conditions can arise through
bacteria in the soil and can cause
abscesses. Very wet weather can cause
a breakdown of the white lamina in the
hoof and result in dirt getting between
the outside horn layer and white layer.
This can cause severe pain and
lameness and can progress to an
abscess.

6. Coming events:

April: East Gippsland Field Days 30.4.10

May: Information and Open day Chris
ATA 'TTA 2AEI 1 Us®MaEAOI 8

September: Melbourne Show 19" to 21
September. See Melbourne Show News
below.

October: New event: Gippsland
Regional show to be held at Sale
showgrounds October 30.

October: There is some talk that
Geelong show could be back on this
year. Now that would be wonderful!

Keep an eye on the calendar of Events
on the Victorian Website as it is
updated regularly.

http://www.bgbaavictoria.com.au
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7. Melbourne Show News:

This year arrival is on Sunday 19th
September after 6.00PM. Animals will
be inspected from 7.00PM
(approximately). Judging of the Hoof
and Hook animals will be Monday 20™
September, and judging of Standard
classes Tuesday 21* September, with
departure on that day. These dates are
anticipated but subject to confirmation
from the RAS.

Hoof and Hook Classes: We encourage
all breeders to put animals into the
H&H classes in 2010. If you breed meat
goats these classes showcase your

Condition Score must be 3 for all
animals entered.

We are also looking at the possibility of
classes for Commercial Does to be
judged on Monday 20™, the same day as
judging for the Hoof and Hook. This
will make a full day focusing on the
Commercial side of the Industry.

For more Information contact Chris
Lawrance (03) 57973232

For the best caption to the picture
below! Win a $50 voucher to
Landmark/Farmers Mailbox. Entries

CAT ACEAOC AT A DPOi OEAA Ogl&e@lﬂ@&dﬁoﬁbe&gﬁégbythe

your animals are producing the goods.
No stud breeder should ignore this
opportunity. As well as the prestige, it
is highly lucrative as the prize money is
Very Generous to encourage
participation AND you receive top
dollar for your carcasses. Animals only
need to be brought to the Showgrounds
Sunday night, we will do the rest! We
will feed what you supply, water,
undertake scanning and transport to
the abattoir. Classes range from
capretto animals to chevon (up to 12
months) to heavyweight animals up to 3
years of age! It is certainly worth
growing animals on to target these
weight classes.

opportunity for an INDIVIDUAL
ENTRY! OR enter Pen of 3. We have
always had Best Individual carcase
award but this has been based on a pen
of 3 entry. NOW you can enter One
animal and be eligible for the Grand
Champion Animal on the Hoof and the
Grand Champion Animal on the Hook!
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Victorian Committee. Winner to be
notified by email and the winning
caption included in the next
Newsletter!

OET OT O & O 1A@0O
gratefully received!

9. 2011 National Show for Victoria
Expressions of Interest Invited

We are seeking expressions of interest
from individuals to form a sub-
committee to consider the possibility
of a National Show being held in
Victoria for 2011. We anticipate that it
would be run under the umbrella of the

Page 6




RAS but not necessarily in conjunction
with the RAS Melbourne Show.
Because of the amount of work
involved it is beyond the capabilities of
this Committee alone. Please contact a
Committee member (contact details at
the end) if you are interested.

10. Goats wanted:

These are the meat goat buyers that we
know of. Please contact them direct.

Landmark. Sale. Older goats lots of 10
or more. Transporting to Melbourne
every Wednesday. Ring Rodney
Perkins 0409660176

Heather Osborne. Prime kids. Weekly.
51468234

Seven Hills. All types. Glenn Martin
1300744557

APGM. Animals to 12 months. Andrea
Butterfield 57542200

Jim Kyriakou 9807 4621

Ghin Ghin Boer Goats Mid May 2009.
$AI 0O AOA 11 x £OII

| years kids for the grass! BUT the rain can

stop now until July when our kidding will
be over!J
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Pat Cuffe 0427488959
Leonard Livestock 0408327227

Watch the National website for more
details of these buyers.

http:/www.australianboergoat.com.au

11. Contact committee members:

lan Turpin. 54 821827
Chris Lawrance. 57 973232
Judith Daloisio 57 973232
Carole Axton 51 456259

Mark Jago 51 445891

Items for next newsletter please
contact Carole Axton

Email:

carole.axton@bigpond.com

e
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carole.axton@bigpond.com

