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1. Items from the Board. 

Incorporation.  Several Victorian 

members have discussed Incorporation  

with Victorian committee members. We 

thank them for making the effort to let us 

know what they think.  The committee is 

to formally respond to the Federal Board 

by the end of August.  If anyone would like 

further input please speak to a committee 

member ASAP as the committee is meeting 

ÓÏÏÎ ÔÏ ÆÉÎÁÌÉÓÅ 6ÉÃÔÏÒÉÁȭÓ ÒÅÓÐÏÎÓÅȢ  

Micro chipping as an option to 

Tattooing or double tagging. 

It has come to light that several years ago a 

motion was passed by the board to allow 

members to insert microchips in their 

animals as an alternative to tattooing.  See 

discussion on Board minutes March 2010.  

It is our understanding that although the 

original motion was passed in January 

2006, later discussions with MLA raised 

concerns about meat contamination and 

therefore meat safety.   For this reason it 

was not formally actioned as an alternative 

to tattooing.  However the motion was 

accepted at the time and is still on our 

books. 

With the raising of this issue again, I 

followed up with MLA and Meat Safety 

representatives to ask for their current 

opinion on whether it can be an option for 

goats that may eventually end up in the 

meat chain.    

Their responses were:  MLA, advised it is 

not their responsibility to advise whether 

inserted microchips are suitable for goat 

identification.   They suggest it is the meat 

processors (abattoirs) who decide whether 

they accept micro chipped goats.   The 

MLA representative did say however, there 

have been two cases of microchips 

breaking and contaminating a meat chain.   

The farmers who presented the animals 

were required to pay the cost of all the 

meat discarded on the chain at the time.  

Meat Safety also advised that inserted 

microchips are viewed at the present time 

as foreign bodies and therefore seen as 

contaminants of the meat. 

So the overall view seems to be there is 

nothing in writing to prohibit the use of 

microchips.   The user is ultimately 

responsible to ensure the meat chain is not 

contaminated by their use.   There has 
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been one known incident with a Boer goat, 

where a microchip migrated from under 

the chin to the brisket of a slaughter goat 

causing some panic about what this would 

mean for our export goat industry if a 

microchip actually made itself into our 

export meat.   If this actually happened, it 

would probably cause a halt to our export 

market on at least a temporary basis.    So, 

what do our members think?  Is this 

something we can leave to individual 

members to manage the risk if they decide 

to implant microchips?   Should this be an 

option to tattooing or double tagging?  

Should we decide it is not presently a 

suitable option?  Please let your committee 

know and we will pass it on to the Board.  

Classification system.  

While information about the developing 

system seems slow to hit the public forum 

for discussion, it is almost inevitable there 

will be some form of classification of 

registered animals available for breeders.   

It is almost certain that it will be voluntary 

for some time.   I have no doubt that once 

members start to use this system, animals 

will be advertised as classified and prices 

asked will take into account the 

classification category.    It does also help 

breeders assess the quality of their animals 

compared to the breed standard, and so in 

the longer term helps to advance the breed.     

2. Comments back from breeders.    

Further positive comments have come in 

from members about the Newsletter.  

Thank you for your feedback.  Still no one 

has volunteered to distribute hard copy of 

the newsletter to Vic members who have 

not provided an email address to the 

Association.  

 

3.   Clean up your stud inventory: 

Would all members please take the time to 

ÁÓË "ÁÒÂ /ȭ3ÈÅÁ ÆÏÒ ÁÎ ÉÎÖÅÎÔÏÒÙ ÏÆ ÔÈÅÉÒ 

goats (if they do not know how to get it 

from the web).    Many studs still have 

animals on their inventory that were sold 

years ago, or are well over 10 years of age.   

I am not saying that some goats could not 

still be active at 10 years but I happen to 

know that many of these goats are well and 

ÔÒÕÌÙ ȰÉÎ ÇÏÁÔ ÈÅÁÖÅÎȱ ÓÏ ÔÉÍÅ ÔÏ ȰÌÅÔ ÔÈÅÍ 

ÇÏȱ ÁÎÄ ÁÄÖÉÓÅ !"2) ÏÆ ÔÈÅÉÒ ÓÔÁÔÕÓȢ    ! 

little hint.  If you sell a registered doe as a 

commercial doe without papers, take care 

if you advise ABRI that she is a 

ȰÃÏÍÍÅÒÃÉÁÌȱ ÁÓ ÁÌÌ ÈÅÒ progeny previous to 

your selling her will also revert to 

commercial, and their progeny.   This may 

not be quite what you wanted to happen.  

If members do not clean up their inventory 

on a regular basis, I suspect there may 

eventually be some penalty for not keeping 

paper work up to date.  Alternatively, 

perhaps there will be a reward for the 

breeders who do take the time to keep 

their records in order. 

How are you going with the system of 

electronic submission of registration? 
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4. Emergency treatment of goats. 

In Southern regions, winter is the hardest 

time for goats.   They seem to do much 

better in the warmer months, at least down 

this way they do.  On occasions you will 

have a goat with severe scouring, who 

looks really ill and is not eating.   As well as 

drenching, antibiotics, Scourban, or other 

veterinary treatments, if you want to save 

your goat you will need to take care of the 

shock and dehydration associated with 

severe scouring.   The goat needs to be kept 

×ÁÒÍȢ  "Ù ÐÕÔÔÉÎÇ ÙÏÕÒ ÆÉÎÇÅÒ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÇÏÁÔȭs 

mouth you can get some idea of the body 

core temperature.  Just putting the goat in 

a shed is not sufficient to warm it up, or 

perhaps even to keep it warm.   Have a 

good size goat or dog rug handy so you can 

keep your goat really warm.   Next offer 

your goat quite warm water with about a 

half a teaspoon of salt and some glucose to 

each litre.   Often the goat is so dehydrated 

it will continue drinking several litres of 

this water over the next few hours.    

Dehydration and shock to the system is 

why a really sick goats gets that sunken 

ÌÏÏË ÁÒÏÕÎÄ ÉÔÓ ÅÙÅÓȣȢȢÉÔ ÉÓ Á ÐÒÅÌÉÍÉÎÁÒÙ ÔÏ 

the goat dying.    So if you want to save 

your goat, keep it warm and re-hydrate it.   

Of course unless you are experienced at 

treatment of this type of condition, you 

should contact your vet for advice and 

treatment, but while you are waiting you 

can take these simple actions. 

 

5. Getting ready for kidding. 

As was discussed in the last newsletter, it is 

for many breeders, kidding time again.   

Unless you are kidding down under strictly 

commercial conditions and are prepared to 

accept high kid losses in very cold weather, 

you must in some way provide good shelter 

for your kidding does.   Sometimes long 

grass can provide sufficient shelter to keep 

the cold winds off new born kids, some 

people use kidding pens in sheds for 

protection (see below the type of penning 

used by Audrey Diffin at their property), 

some people use a combination of 

shedding and lamb coats to keep their 

new-borns warm.   Whatever system you 

use, there is no doubt this is the most 

critical time in the kids life, and you only 

get one chance to get live kids a year.  

Exceptions are those who immediately put 

the does back in kid if they lose their 

newborns. 

The best option is to have live kids that 

thrive, so protection from the cold is 

essential for the new born.   Check out 

back copies of the Boer Briefs on the 

BGBAA website for articles on kidding, 

lamb covers, artificial feeding of kids etc.  

Also see the Victoria BGBAA website 

discussion group for discussions about 

these issues.   You do not need to be a 

registered member to look, but if you have 

a question to ask, or want to make a 
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comment you will need to contact Judith 

for rego and a password.  

6. New products 

I recently wanted to purchase a suitable 

goat rug for my goats for emergency 

situations (as mentioned above) and to 

keep the show animals warm after 

washing in the cold weather.     I found 

the easiest and cheapest option was to 

buy dog rugs.  Just measure your goat 

from wither to tail, and this is the 

measurement you need to select the 

right size.   Rugs range in quality and 

price, but expect to pay somewhere 

between $30 and $60 depending on 

quality.    For those of you handy with 

ÔÈÅ ȰÎÅÅÄÌÅ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÒÅÁÄȱ ÙÏÕ ÃÁÎ ÍÁËÅ 

your own rugs much cheaper than this.    

Perhaps you can even set yourself up 

with a little business?  Any readers with 

other information about suppliers or 

use of goat coats? 

7. Events 

Melbourne Show. September 20-21.  

The show season commences in 

Victoria with the Melbourne Show.  

This is our State Show and members 

need to support the promotion of our 

Breed.   Come along and have a look at 

some absolutely magnificent Boer 

Goats, meet other breeders and learn a 

lot.   Our judge this year is Theuns 

Botha.   A world-class judge, and a 

great opportunity to watch the judging 

process for those who have not seen it 

before.   

This year the numbers of entries are 

down in all animal classes. The sheep 

sections in particular are finding it 

difficult to compete against the 

Bendigo Sheep and Wool Show which 

is becoming their preferred annual 

event. We have around 100 boer goats 

this year and, while less than last year, 

it is still enough to offer good 

competition, particularly to interstate 

visitors!  

Disappointingly, we have cancelled the 

Hoof and Hook classes. Running this 

competition has always been a 

thankless task,  from transporting 

animals to the abattoir at Kyneton, 

following the animals through on the 

kill chain early the next morning to get 

the correct tag order to match the kill 

sheet (a grisly task), returning again the 

next day to the freezing chiller room for 

the carcase competition.  However it 

was always deemed worth it to offer the 

competition and promote the 

meat/commercial side of boer goats.  

Basically you just had to turn up with 

your animals, the rest was done for you 

including feeding. And the prize money 

as well as the carcases being sold at a 

premium certainly covered your 

transport and entry fees. 

So it is a mystery why Boer Goat Studs 

and commercial breeders, who are in a 

meat industry breeding meat goats, 

cannot find the time to use the carcase 

competition to showcase their genetics 

and husbandry skills. The carcase 

competitions in the sheep and cattle 

sections are always well attended, and a 

win is considered to be the best 

advertisement for their Studs. 

Perhaps readers can enlighten this 

Committee about why the carcase 
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competition is not well attended or 

offer suggestions for running it in the 

future. 

Our thanks to Chris Lawrance who has 

quietly and consistently worked behind 

the scenes to make Melbourne Show a 

success, generally without thanks or 

acknowledgement.   A big thank you 

Chris 

Training Day with Theuns Botha at 

Camboer.  Sunday September 26.  

Information about this day in 

September has been sent to Vic 

members.  It is also on the Vic website.  

This is a marvellous opportunity to 

meet Theuns on an individual basis, 

and to be involved in a high quality 

ÔÒÁÉÎÉÎÇ ÅÖÅÎÔȢ  $ÏÎȭÔ ÍÉÓÓ ÔÈÅ 

opportunity. 

Theuns will also be available for 

Classification of Animals.  

For Expressions of Interest to attend 

the Seminar or have Theuns classify 

animals contact: Ian Turpin 

camboer@westnet.com.au 

Regional Shows 

Geelong Show October 17. 

I know it sounds like the title of a 

ÍÏÖÉÅȟ ÂÕÔ ȰÔÈÅ ÒÅÔÕÒÎ ÏÆ 'ÅÅÌÏÎÇ 

3ÈÏ×ȱ ÉÓ ÃÏÎÆÉÒÍÅÄȢ   0ÌÅÁÓÅ ÍÁËÅ ÓÕÒÅ 

you support your local shows.   It takes 

a lot of effort to organise a show and it 

is a great opportunity to showcase your 

goats.  Thank you Maureen for co-

ordinating this show!    Please support 

Maureen for her efforts. 

 

Gippsland Regional Show at the Sale 

Show Saturday October 30. 

This is a new show for Boer Goats.  The 

organising committee for the show has 

been absolutely wonderful in assisting 

with setting up the show and 

organising sponsorship.   So much so, 

that this will be, at least to date, the 

highest overall prize money offered in 

Australia at a Boer Goat Show.   All 

champions will receive $200 and there 

will be commercial classes for young 

goats and breeding does with the entry 

Á×ÁÒÄÅÄ ÔÈÅ Ȱ*ÕÄÇÅÓ ÃÈÏÉÃÅ ÆÏÒ 

ÅØÃÅÌÌÅÎÃÅȱ ÁÌÓÏ ÒÅÃÅÉÖÉÎÇ ΗάΪΪȢ   ! ÔÏÔÁÌ 

prize pool of nearly $2000 will be 

offered this year.  Lance Mitchell and 

Mark Jago are the Boer Goat co-

ordinators.    Well-done Lance and 

Mark, and the Sale Show organising 

committee! 

More information on other shows in 

next issue.  In the meantime what 

about offering the show co-ordinators 

some help on the day, or offering 

sponsorship for a class?   Most 

important is to make sure the show is a 

success by entering animals in the 

classes.   Please support your industry 

by making the effort. 

 

mailto:camboer@westnet.com.au
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8. Auctions Plus Sale: 

Ian Turpin has investigated the possibility 

of a sale of goats through Landmark using 

the online system Auctions Plus. This 

would be a unique opportunity in the 

Association to have an inaugural sale 

without leaving home! 

It basically means Studs nominate animals 

for sale (stud or commercial) on a 

particular day (probably February/March 

άΪΫΫɊȢ 4ÈÅ ÁÎÉÍÁÌÓ ÁÒÅ ÓÏÌÄ ȰÏÎ ÆÁÒÍȱ 

through photographs. They will need to be 

inspected to ensure they meet the 

standards of Stud or commercial animals. 

Buyers would be contacted nationally and 

internationally. A flat commission will be 

charged by Landmark, which will be offset 

by sales commissions on animals sold. 

At this point we are looking for expressions 

of interest to participate in the Auction.  

Contact: Ian Turpin 

camboer@westnet.com.au 

9. Caption Competition:  

Unfortunately 

this photo 

proved too 

difficult for a 

funny caption. 

Please forward 

photos for next 

Newsletter 

competition to:  

judithdaloisio@yahoo.com 

10. Goats wanted: These are the meat 

goat buyers that we know of.  Please 

contact them direct. 

Landmark. Sale. Older goats lots of 10 or 

more.  Transporting to Melbourne every 

Wednesday.  Ring Rodney Perkins 

0409660176 

Heather Osborne.  Prime kids. Weekly. 

51468234  

Seven Hills. All types.  Glenn Martin 

1300744557 

APGM. Animals to 12 months.  Andrea 

Butterfield 57542200 

Jim Kyriakou   9807 4621 

Pat Cuffe   0427488959 

Leonard Livestock   0408327227  

Raylene Strong. Looking for 90 Boer 

wethers 35 to 40 kgs   59425722  

Ian Turpin. Looking for wethers 40-60kg. 

camboer@westnet.com.au 

 

 

 

 

 

 

11. Contact committee members: 

Ian Turpin.  54 821827  

Chris Lawrance. 57 973232 

Judith Daloisio  57 973232 

Carole Axton  51 456259 

Mark Jago  51 445891 

Items for next newsletter please 

contact Carole Axton: 

carole.axton@bigpond.com
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